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STATE GRAFFITI TASKFORCE — TOUGH ON GRAFFITI STRATEGY 2011–2015 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.11 am]: Following the 2008 state election, the 

Liberal–National government fulfilled its promise to re-establish the State Graffiti Taskforce that was dismantled 

by Labor. Graffiti was out of control under the previous government, and this government committed to reduce 

the incidence of this antisocial behaviour. The task force was set up to develop and implement a statewide 

―Tough on Graffiti Strategy 2011–2015‖ and to overhaul the way graffiti was targeted. Some of the initiatives 

from the task force have included establishing a juvenile clean-up referral program to require young graffiti 

offenders to remove graffiti marked or tagged on property; establishing a 14-strong graffiti unit within WA 

Police, with two dedicated graffiti inquiry officers in every metropolitan policing district; and providing 

$2.45 million in funding to local governments and non-profit organisations for graffiti removal and reduction 

strategies. 

One of the main reasons this government and the police are putting so much effort into targeting graffiti is that 

concentrating on graffiti assists in the detection of other crimes. There is evidence supporting the idea that 

graffiti offending is actually a gateway crime to more serious criminal offending, including high-end crimes such 

as burglary, arson, robbery, drug trafficking, possession of weapons and child pornography. 

Last year, a comprehensive study was conducted in WA examining the three-year offending histories of nearly 

800 graffitists. It was the first time a study of this magnitude had been done in WA. The study found that the 

majority of graffitists were recidivist offenders involved in multiple crimes. The most prevalent crime among the 

recidivist pre-teen and early adolescent cohort of graffiti offenders was burglary; however, the recidivist late-

adolescent and adult cohorts of graffiti offenders committed more violent and drug-related crimes.  

It is becoming evident that graffiti is not a random, opportunistic crime but, rather, a deliberate and wilful act, 

and WA Police estimate that 98 per cent of all graffiti offences are premeditated. Graffiti offenders these days 

are highly organised and regularly scout for locations and monitor sites for weeks before an offence occurs. 

Police have evidence that offenders will identify and film locations for other graffitists in the eastern states, who 

specifically travel to WA to commit graffiti offences. 

Since February 2011, four operations, known as Operation Eraser, have been conducted by WA Police, and the 

results have been outstanding, with an array of weapons, drugs and stolen goods found in the homes of graffiti 

vandals. It was significant to note that almost all the first-time offenders identified during these operations 

have not reoffended thanks to intervention from the juvenile justice teams and the juvenile clean-up program. 

WA Police has also joined forces with the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service to crackdown 

on the importation of graffiti equipment, and Customs has so far intercepted large quantities of graffiti spray 

paint. 

In the two years since the Liberal–National government establishment of the State Graffiti Taskforce, there has 

been a 42 per cent reduction in the cost to local governments to remove graffiti, and graffiti offences overall 

have continued to decrease by 43 per cent in the 2011–12 year to date compared with 2010–11. 

 


